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In 1938, there were 65 new Ph.
D.’s in mathematics. Their prospects
in academic life were grim. Starting
salaries were about $1800, which was
lower than salaries at the beginning of
the decade. The normal teaching load
at Purdue was 18 hours, but that was
higher than most(where it was 12 to 15
hours). Promotions were slow, and most
faculty were at the bottom. Depart-
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